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In This Issue 

A Message From 
      

    Dr. Randy L. Bennett  

It may be Christmas but Easter’s coming! One of  the 
constant truths in ministry is that time flies by rather 
quickly. Just when you think you’ve gotten caught 
up another holiday is upon you. Someone asked me 
if  I was ready for the holidays? I answered yes, if  
you are talking about Thanksgiving! By the time 
most of  you read this article Christmas will be a 
blessing in the past. Then it is time to think about 
New Years, Super Bowl Sunday, Valentine’s Day, 
and then Easter.  

Ever wondered why we have so many celebrations? 
It is very possible that the Bible is responsible. The 
Old Testament introduced a number of  meaningful 
Festivals as days to remember God’s greatness. Our 
Jewish friends celebrate Hanukah.  It is based on a 
neat story found in one of  the “intertestamental” 
books written between Malachi and Matthew.   
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It tells how God caused an oil lamp to keep 
burning for many days as a sign of  God’s 
provision. Another obscure festival is based 
on the Book of  Esther, Feast of  Purim. It cel-
ebrates God’s deliverance of  the Jewish 
people while in captivity. Both celebrate 
God’s power. Christians around the world 
celebrate both secular and sacred holidays. 
Valentine’s Day is a good example. We do not 
actually subscribe to the historical origins of  the holiday but we do take 
advantage of  the day to honor our marriages and our spouses. We also 
point to God’s plan for romantic love between men and women. In a way 
you could say we have baptized the secular holidays and used them for 
our purposes. 

Halloween is another example. We do not subscribe to the paganistic  
elements of  the holiday but we do take advantage of  it creating commu-
nity events where we meet our neighbors. Grace Baptist Church did 
something rather special this Halloween. Instead of  having their usual 
“Harvest Festival” they put on a drama: “Judgment House”. The last I 
heard they had over six hundred people attend the play while seeing 
over eighty come to know Christ. Carol and I enjoyed one of  the Satur-
day night performances and were blessed to see four or five from our 
group receive Christ.  

I was surprised while shopping at Lowe’s the other day with my mom, a 
poinsettia combined with an Easter Lily. I quipped to her that this is the 
perfect gift for those who attend church only at Christmas and Easter. 
Carol had an even better response: “The arrangement gives glory to 
God for His greatest acts of  love to mankind, the birth and Resurrection 
of  Jesus.” In whatever holidays you celebrate this year, remember to 
honor God first of  all. 

 
 
Your Missionary, 
 

 

Dr. Randy L. Bennett 

Director of  Missions - 
Kern County  Southern Baptist Association 
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Pastor’s Breakfast Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it time for a change? If you asked me what I was learning spiritually I 
might say something like this: “I’m learning how to adapt to changes I don’t want 
to see happen.” It’s really great when you and I come up with a great new change 
that will bless everyone (or so we hope). It’s not so great when someone else 
makes a change you don’t want to see happen. It’s not so great when one’s own 
culture changes and really great events and happenings no longer draw a crowd.  

In particular I am thinking about our Pastor’s breakfast on Tuesday mornings. 
When we moved to Marie Callender’s close to twenty years ago we had a full 
house for the next fifteen years. There was one point when we had over thirty 
every week for ten years! This morning we had six at the breakfast (seven were 
present for the December 5 meeting). This is becoming the new norm. I could 
speculate on why things have changed and why active Pastors chose not to partic-
ipate but I am not going to. For whatever reason, the breakfast fellowship meeting 
has run out of steam.   

  

You are invited to attend the Pastor’s breakfast December 19, 2017 to discuss the 
future of the breakfast and to elect three Pastors to work on a plan for future     
fellowship gatherings. Our next regular Pastor’s breakfast is tentatively scheduled 
for January 9 (we will be dark December 26 and January 2).  

  

Have a great Christmas and New Years. 

Your Missionary, 

Dr. Randy L. Bennett 
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KCSBA MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

NOVEMBER 2017  FINANCIALS 
Working together to spread the Gospel of  Christ . . .  

Thank you for your giving! 

Giving from our Churches for  

NOVEMBER 2017 

    $10,622.68  

 

   2017 Monthly Budget Projection 

              $11,428.23 

 

    Difference for this month 

              -$805.55 

We sincerely thank the following churches 

and missions for their contributions         

during NOVEMBER 2017. Financials are 

based    upon contributions received by the 

last work-day of the month. Any contribu-

tions received after the last day of the 

month will be accounted for in the next 

months financials. We are grateful to those 

churches that make missions a priority and 

give faithfully to KCSBA.   

Bakersfield Chinese Baptist Church 

Bakersfield Korean Baptist Church 

Buttonwillow Community Church 

Country Oaks Baptist Church  

Daybreak Baptist Church 

Fairfax So Baptist Church 

Fairview So Baptist Church 

Fellowship Baptist Church 

First Baptist Church - Edison 

First Baptist Church - Kernville 

First Baptist Church - Tehachapi 

First So Baptist Church - Porterville 

First So Baptist Church - Shafter  

First So Baptist Church - Taft 

First So Baptist Hispanic Church 

Golden Valley Christian Fellowship 

Grace Baptist Church  

Height Street Baptist Church 

Hingepoint Church  

Mountain View So Baptist Church 

New Life Community Church 

Primera Iglesia Bautista – Wasco 

Rising Star Baptist Church 

Riverview So Baptist Church 

Set Free Christian Fellowship 

Valley Baptist Church 

Vision Plus Church  

Weldon Baptist Church 
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           December  

 
3-10 Sun-Sun SBC – Week of Prayer and Mission Study for International Missions  
                                                      and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
4  Mon  KCSBA Christmas Dinner - Northside Church / 6:00pm 
    Speaker: Kent Brewer 
21 Thur  Winter Begins 
25 Mon  Christmas 
28-30 Thur-Sat CSBC – Ignition Student Conference, Sacramento 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  January  

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1-31  SBC – Call to Prayer 

9 Tues KCSBA Administrative Committee and  
  Associational Council Meeting, 25 Garnsey Ave – 10:15 am. 

7-14 Sun-Sun SBC – Winter Bible Study 

21 Sun SBS – Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

28 Sun  CSBC – True Love Waits 

KCSBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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Kern County Southern Baptist Association  

2017 Annual Christmas Dinner 

Thank you everyone who attended this year’s Christmas Dinner. It is always nice to 
see our Associational family gather and celebrate. Thank you to Northside Church 
for again hosting the dinner and working hard to pull it together. Thank you to Kent 
Brewer for his chalk talk and for Nate and Rachel Parrish for worship time.  
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2017 Annual Christmas Dinner 
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WORK AS WORSHIP 

One-Day Local Church Retreat 

February 23, 2018 

 

Hingepoint Church 
1721 19th Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301 

7:30am - 2:30pm 
$25.00  (includes lunch) 

 

How are we living examples of the gospel while we work? 

You are invited to the 2017 Work as Worship Retreat, where eleven influential 
business leaders and pastors will discuss what it looks like to connect faith and 
work. Taking place as a 1-Day Local Church Retreat on February 23, 2018, 
the live event in Dallas will be web-streamed to over 2,000 churches around 
the world. Join our local Hingepoint Church for this event. 

 

Many people spend a great deal of time at work and yet they don’t see how 
their work intersects with their faith. We might spend two hours of our week at 
the church building or in a small group. This kind of worship is biblical and a 
vital rhythm in the life of a Christian. But during the other 166 hours of our 
week, we have just as much potential to worship the God who created us. Our 
time at church and small group should launch us out into the world - which  
includes the marketplace - prepared to take the hope of Jesus with us. 

God has a purpose for us on this earth. That calling is to be on mission for God 
where He has placed us. And since many people spend the majority of their 

waking hours on the job, we have to stop compartmentalizing life into 
“spiritual activities” and “work activities.”  

 

Register go to http://www.hingepoint.cc/events/ 
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To register go to http://www.hingepoint.cc/events/ 
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KCSBA  PASTOR’S FORUM 
 

All our Pastors are encouraged to join this Forum. 

 

 

The Next Pastor Forum will be in January! 

Saturday, January 20th  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

  

Topic:  

The New Assimilation System by Nelson 
Searcy  

           DVD Presentation (Notebook provided) 

  

BBQ Lunch Provided;  

RSVP needed before January 17 

 

 

Please RSVP by 1/17/18 

Fellowship Baptist Church 

3001 Stine Road 

Call: 661-833-4345 
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From Randy & Dawn at the Association Office, 


