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t h i r d  b a p t i s t  c h u r c h  

 “When they [my children] are with y’all I get a peace of mind for a while. I know they’re taken care of and I 
know they’re hearing God’s Word and they need that as much as the air that they breath. I thank you for that.” 

Received in text from a single mother whose children attend here. See Jan’s article! 

Church  

Family 

Sunday, October 16 

3:00 PM Game Time 

5:00 PM Meal 

Yellow Creek Park Shelter #3 
Hay Rides, Horseshoes, Hiking Trails,  

Fishing, Bounce Houses, Frisbee Golf! 
Watch the Courier for more details!  

Sunday, September 18th 
6:00 PM 
Reports from  

Deacons Ministries 
Leadership Ministry Team 
Stewardship Finance Committee  
LMT Workgroups 
Pastor Search Committee 
Missions and Ministries Teams 



 

Dr. Ron Williams ~ Interim Pastor 

BEING GOOD STEWARDS 

 It is time to begin the process that 
will produce the church budget for 
2017. The process this year has 
several challenges. I want to describe 
these challenges.  

 The first challenge is the departure 
of First Christian Church. We are 
excited for FCC as they are nearing 
the completion of their new worship 
facility. Sometime during late fall the 
work should be completed and the 
formal beginning of worship in the 
new facility will be celebrated. While 
we celebrate with them we face the 
reality that the assistance they have 
given in the regular and ongoing 
expenses of operating our facility will 
end. Our new budget will need to 
make up the difference of over 
$30,000. Challenge number 1.  

 The second challenge is found in the 
real hope of our church calling a new 
pastor. The present operating budget 
has not felt the strain of needing to 
pay a full-time pastor’s salary. The 
budget for 2017 will need to 
anticipate the spending of the amount 
that was simply on paper this year. 
The difference between spending for 
an interim pastor and a full-time 
pastor is sizable and will place real 

demands upon us. The cost over the 
present spending level will probably 
exceed $50,000. Challenge number 2. 

 The third challenge is that we have 
been accustomed to planning our 
expenses with the intention of 
borrowing from our reserves at the 
end of the year. Before last year we 
had borrowed $30,000 or more from 
our reserves to end the year in the 
black. Last year you accepted the 
“Love Gift to God” challenge and, as 
a result, your giving allowed the 
church to end the year in the black 
without having to borrow from our 
reserves. This year we MUST prepare 
a budget based on a genuine 
expectation of income. We cannot 
simply plan to ‘make up’ the 
difference by borrowing from the 
reserves. Challenge number 3. 

 I am so pleased to announce to you 
that the budget planning process this 
year will be different and will involve 
you. In fact, you, the church family, 
will tell the Stewardship Finance 
Workgroup what the anticipated 
income level for 2017 will be. This 
week we are beginning a six-week 
Budget Subscription process that will 
culminate with you telling us what 

you plan to give next year. The 
operating budget for 2017 will be 
based on that amount. This will 
involve you returning to the church in 
a worship service an unsigned 
subscription card on which you write 
the amount that you think you can 
give during the year. These are NOT 
pledge cards but will be anonymous 
cards to be returned unsigned. We 
will collect these cards and total the 
amounts. This will give us the 
approximate amount on which the 
operating budget planning our 
ministries and projects will be 
prepared and submitted to the church 
for approval. This working budget 
based on the subscription amount will 
guide our expenditures during the 
year.  

 During the next 6 weeks you will be 
introduced to the ministries, projects, 
personnel, and programs being 
considered for 2017. The plan will be 
presented in its entirety during the 
church business meeting this Sunday 
evening. Prayerfully consider your 
part in the ministry of Third Baptist 
Church during 2017. We will meet 
these challenges together, I am 
confident. 

 Congratulations to Tamala 
Maddox making her public 
profession of faith. Tamala 
first shared with us her 
decision to follow Jesus 
Christ during Vacation 
Bible School. We rejoice 
with Tamala and anticipate 
her baptism soon. It is such 
a blessing to know that the 
efforts of so many in VBS 
and their witness to our 
children is changing lives.  

 I received a text message 
this past week from a single 
mother whose children 
attend our Sunday and 
Wednesday activities. She is 

unable to attend as she 
works as many hours as 
possible to provide for her 
children. I’ll share: :-) “U 
guys are my blessing right 
now… I work so much and 
don’t have a lot of time to 
spend with my kids. I worry 
about them all the time. 
When they are with y’all I 
get a peace of mind for a 
while. I know they’re taken 
care of and I know they’re 
hearing God’s Word and 
they need that as much as 
the air that they breath. I 
thank you for that.” I was 
touched to know that this 
mother recognizes what the 

TBC Children’s Ministry 
has meant to her and her 
children. We are making 
differences and changing 
lives! Please continue to 
pray for our children, their 
families and the TBC 
volunteers that teach and 
care for them. 

“Train up a child in the 
way he should go; even 
when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” Proverbs 2:6 

Jan Lampkin ~ Minister to Children 

You are cordially  
invited to help us 

celebrate the  
90th birthday of  

Clarice Johnson 
Saturday,  

September 24th 
2:00-400 PM 

An open house will be 
held at Fern Terra  
in the dining room.  

Your presence  
is the only  

present requested! 
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SURVIVE OR THRIVE 

 As I ate lunch with a friend of 
mine this week, these two 
words kept coming to my mind. 
My friend also lost his son most 
recently, so we began meeting 
about 3 weeks ago. It is good 
talking to someone else that is 
literally walking through the 
same pain we are at almost the 
same time. I said as we talked, 
that right now I only feel like 
we are surviving but one day 
again I want to thrive, as tears 
rolled down my cheeks. It 
seemed as if before June 1 we 
were thriving as a family, but 
now each day we do our best to 
put one foot in front of the 
other and with Christ's help we 
are surviving.  

 Often we get asked, how are 
you all doing and most of the 
time we say OK, but honestly 
it's because we don't know what 
else to say. Last weekend was 
Zach's forever birthday, then 
Tuesday I felt like a truck ran 
over me as I went to bed at 
9:30pm. My normal time is 11-
11:30pm and once again I felt 
like I was doing my best to 
survive. Your continued 
prayers have been felt no doubt 
and we thank you.  
 So I'm not sure in your life if 
you are just surviving or 
thriving but I pray you are 

doing your best to thrive. Let 
Christ be your strength and 
comfort and trust in Him to 
thrive.  
 I don't know the time frame 
for us because we don't have 
this grief thing figured out, and 
may never, but we will do all 
that we can to Thrive and not 
just Survive!! Won't you and 
your family join us in this 
journey to Thrive!! 

 So what about us at 3BC? Are 
we only going to talk about 
how we can survive these next 
many years or will we begin to 
talk about how we can thrive. It 
is a mind and attitude shift that 
must take place before one can 
begin to see themselves 
thriving. We should begin 
talking more about how we can 
thrive in this community and 
less talk about how we must 
survive. It is in the conversation 
and attitude change that 
surviving is just part of the 
thriving, but more of our 
attention would be devoted to 
thriving.  

 I don’t know about you but I 
would much rather wake up 
every day saying that, “Today 
3BC must thrive by spreading 
the good news of Jesus Christ,” 
than wondering only how are 
we going to survive. Survive or 
Thrive, it’s up to us!! 

Wes Roberts ~ Youth Minister   #keepsmiling David Roberson ~ Minister of Music 

 Last Sunday a “new” group played handbells in 
the morning service.  I say “new” because the six 
who played all play in our regular handbell choir, 
except me.  Our handbell “ensemble” plays music 
with many bells and fewer players!  Normally our 
bell players play two notes on the scale and will 
change bells if the key changes or there are 
accidentals. With the ensemble you have 
responsibility for many more bells which makes 
for the movement you saw as we played.  You 
have to pick up and lay down bells many times and 
it can get a bit hectic at times.  It is fun but can be 
nerve racking!  Thanks for the compliments, we 
weren’t perfect but I think we did pretty good. 

 Our regular handbell choir started meeting last 
Wednesday. We could still use one player to help 
Jim on the low bells. Reading music, at least one 
line and one space, is very useful.  Let me know if 
you would like to try us out. 

Just Older Youth 

Senior  

Adult  

Fellowship 

   Are you 55 or older?  
Do you like good food?  

Do you enjoy  
the company of others?  

If you answered yes  
to these questions,  

then you need to join  
the Senior Adult Fellowship at  

 

Panera Bread Restaurant on Frederica Street  
Thursday, September 22 at 11 AM. 

 

 This is a good opportunity to invite someone to join you… 
it’s a great way to share TBC! 

Joe Bob Pierce ~ Minister of Formation 

 Someone asked the 
other day, “How many 
adult Sunday School 
classes do we have at 
Third Baptist Church?’ 
That’s a great question, 
and to tell you the truth, 
I wasn’t sure of the 
answer. But I did 
finally get the answer 
and thought I might 
pass it along in this 
Courier article.  
 We have a total of 
seven adult classes. 
“Lessons on Life,” or 
“LOL” for short, is for 
younger adults and is 
taught by Terri 
DeRossitt. “Pairs and 
Spares,” which I think 
got it’s name from 
being for both couples 
and single persons, is a 
mixed-age class taught 
by Harold Wilson and 
Charlotte Benningfield. 
The “New Millennium” 
class rotates several 
teachers, including 
Betty Delack, Shirley 
Bell, Mrs. Shirley 

Price, Mike Morrow, 
and Mark Dotson who 
covers when there is a 
5th Sunday. “Another 
Look” class is a mixed-
age class which is 
taught by Dr. Ron 
Williams, myself, and 
several other members, 
using a book study 
approach. Elaine 
Williams teaches older 
adult women in the 
“Esther” class and 
Jackie Napper teaches 
older adult women in 
the “Vota Vita” class. 
Laura Bronn teaches a 
mixed-age women-only 
class appropriately 
entitled “Women of 
Faith.” 
 So there you have it! 
A total of seven adult 
Sunday School classes 
meet each Sunday at 
9:30 for bible study and 
fellowship. If you don’t 
attend a class, I hope 
you will consider 
joining one of these at 
Third Baptist! 
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Sunday, September 18 
  9:00 AM  Atrium Social 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:45 AM  Morning Worship 
  6:00 PM  Business Meeting 
 

Monday, September 19 
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
  9:30 AM  Peer Learning Group 
  1:00 PM  Stretch Aerobics 
 

Tuesday, September 20 
  9:00 AM  Clothes Closet 
  9:30 AM  Paula Settle WOM 
  5:30 PM  KYC Rehearsal 
  6:30 PM  Recovery Group, FSR 
 

Wednesday, September 21 
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
  5:00 PM  Kids/Youth Meal 
  5:30 PM  Kids/Youth Missions, Music 
  6:00 PM  Prayer Meeting, FSR 
  6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, September 22 
11:00 AM  Sr. Adults to Panera Bread 
  5:00 PM  Community Meal 
 

Friday, September 23 
  5:30 PM  Haynes/Roberts Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, September 24 
  5:30 PM  Haynes/Roberts Wedding 
 
Sunday, September 25  
  9:00 AM  Atrium Social 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:45 AM  Morning Worship 
 

Monday, September 26 
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
  1:00 PM  Stretch Aerobics 
 

Tuesday, September 27 
  9:00 AM  Clothes Closet 
  5:00 PM  KYC Rehearsal 
  6:30 PM  Recovery Group 
 

Wednesday, September 28 
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
  5:00 PM  Kids/Youth Meal 
  5:30 PM  Kids/Youth Missions, Music 
  6:00 PM  Prayer Meeting, FSR 
  6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, September 29 
  5:00 PM  Community Meal 
 

Sunday, October 2 
  9:00 AM  Atrium Social 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:45 AM  Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM  Missions Team 

Stretch Aerobics 
Mondays at 1:00 PM  

Designed for all adults, very low 
impact. You’ll be walking and 
stretching every muscle while not 
being too strenuous. You’ll feel 
great knowing you’ve done 
something good for yourself! 
 

Step Aerobics 
M-W-F-8:30 AM  

This higher impact workout with 
a choreographed routine builds 
cardiovascular endurance while 
burning excess fat at a fast rate. 

SYMPATHY 
 The Church expresses its deepest 
love and sympathy to Robert Harris 
and his family in the loss of his 
niece, Terri Tichenor Heflin; and to 
Jim and Karen Grise in the loss of 
his cousin. 
 

MEMORIALS 
   Contributions to the church have 
been made  in memory of Roy 
Benningfield’s mother, Evelyn 
Saltzman by their Lee & Bettie 
Kincaid; in memory of Lois Allen by 
David & Jeanette Westerfield. 
 

THANK YOU 
   We would like to thank each and 
everyone of you for the many 
prayers, the food we were able to 
share with our family, the cards that 
were sent letting us know you were 
thinking of us, and the kind words 
and hugs during the loss of Roy’s 
mother, Evelyn Saltzman. We are 
truly blessed to have such a loving 
church family.  

Roy and Charlotte Benningfield 

DEACON INFORMATION 
September 18 

Becky Baker, Stan Napper 

 

Hope and Harvest Team 
Harold Wilson, Hawes Mercer 

 
September 25 

Carole Anne Barrass,  
Barry Spinks 

 

Hope and Harvest Team 
Carole Anne Barrass, Bill Genet 

 
 
 

PRESCHOOL PRAISE 
September 18 Cissy Bishop 
         Jennifer Spence 
September 25 Jackie Napper 
         Patty Ray 
      

NURSERY WORKERS  
September 18  Debbie Burden 
September 25  Ruth Belcher 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 
September 18  Jan Lampkin 
September 25  Jan Lampkin 
        Misty Hernandez 
 

ATRIUM SOCIAL 

September 18: Esther Class &  

      FCC Sessions Class 

September 25: Co-Ed, Pairs & 

Spares, FCC Disciples Classes 

OUR RECORDS 

 Aug. 28 Sept. 4 Sept. 11 

Sunday School  149 128 156 

Worship  189 154 177 

Total Offering $7,449 $11,792 $9,072 

Capital Fund $200 $650 - 

Memorials $35 $275 - 

Other Funds $994 $1,469 1,380 

General Fund $6,220 $9,398 $7,692 

Weekly Needs $7,404 $7,404 $7,404 

September 28 

10:45 AM 


