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Sunday, September 6 

Sunday, September 6 

Please join us for a  
 

Retirement Celebration 
to honor and thank 

James & Joni Byrd 

for their 16 years of  

service with our Church Family 

Sunday, August 30 

Fireside Room 

following the worship service 

Saturday, August 29 
Noon till 5 

Lampkin Family Farm 
8284 Short Station Road 

Meet us out there or  
give Jan a call if you need  

directions or a ride! 



 

 This is my last article for the 

Courier. What do you say after 16 

years? There is certainly a lot to think 

about down by the lake while putting 

a line in the water! 

 It has been a family type 

relationship. There have been 

moments when our hearts were 

broken and we wept together. Things 

that come to mind are the tornado and 

the split. We grieved and then picked 

up the pieces and did what was 

necessary to be a viable church in this 

community. We paid off debts, 

rebuilt the sanctuary, started new 

ministries and expanded others. We 

started a soup kitchen, improved the 

clothes closet, established a 

partnership with our sister church in 

Casablanca. We have helped fund 

African seminary students and our 

own Paula Settle in eastern Kentucky. 

We open the doors of our church to 

many groups and continue to have 

First Christian Church as our guests. 

We started a children’s ministry and 

saw it explode under the leadership of 

Jan Lampkin. We are reaching over a 

hundred kids and their families. I do 

not have a number but we have 

baptized more people in the last 

couple of years than at any time in 

the last twenty five years. We opened 

up the doors of leadership to include 

women and have ordained some 

terrific women to serve as deacons. 

 We have done this and maintained a 

high standard of worship in the 

process. If I could do some things 

differently, I would. If I could have a 

redo moment, I would take it. 

However, at the end of the day I gave 

you the best I had and I thank you for 

enriching my life and allowing me to 

have the great honor of serving as 

your pastor. 

 I leave you with love and affection 

for the good people that make up the 

congregation of Third Baptist 

Church. 

Dr. James K. Byrd   ~ Senior Pastor  

Joe Bob Pierce ~ Spiritual Formation 

 In 2011 I left a counseling position I’d 

held for almost 15 years. James Byrd was 

one of the friends that I called to tell my 

news, and he asked me on the spot to 

consider moving my counseling ministry 

to Third Baptist Church. Though I had 

been attending here several months, 

James’ offer was an act of faith on his 

part, and I will always remember his kind 

invitation.  

 We have now worked together over 

three years. Though we often trade 

insults, (think of it as a weird type of male 

bonding!), he has faithfully supported me 

in my work and in my involvement at 

Third Baptist. He has been one with 

whom I could share the challenges of 

ministry, the paradoxes of the gospel, the 

ironies of life, as well as the affirmations 

of friendship and love of the church.  

 I know that when James leaves Third 

Baptist, things will naturally be different. 

And one difference for me will be that my 

good friend will no longer be around.   

 I will miss Dr. Byrd a lot. But please, 

don’t tell him I said that! 

David Roberson 
Minister of Music 

 Writing this I realize we only have two 

more Sundays with Dr. Byrd! I’m glad 

James was able to make the decision to 

retire because he will get to enjoy doing 

things he loves: fishing, attending 

University of Mississippi sporting 

events, teaching and spending time with 

his family. I think he will enjoy 

whatever he does because he will be 

back in God’s country, Mississippi (his 

assessment of the state, not mine!) It is 

well deserved time. But I am sad he is 

leaving because I will miss his 

leadership at Third Baptist,  especially 

his preaching. I have learned a great deal 

about the grace of God from him and I 

want him know how thankful I am.  

 When he called me five years ago and 

asked if I was interested in  coming back 

to Third to lead music, I must say I had 

to think about it for a minute. The 

church had been through some tough 

times and many things had changed. I 

can say now, my decision to return was 

the right one for I have enjoyed serving 

here and working with this fine 

congregation. It has been a privilege to 

serve TBC with James and I appreciate 

how extremely supportive he has been of 

me and our music ministry.  

 James, I hope retirement is good to 

you and I hope your Mississippi teams 

do well - as long as they aren’t playing 

Missouri! May God’s Blessings be with 

you! 

Dear James and Joni,  
 
 Thank you both for being a little slice 
of home while making us feel at home 
in a new place. Good luck acclimating 
to the heat and mosquitoes.  
 Maybe you can get Ole Miss to 
change their mascot from the Bears to 
the Byrds! Be well, friends. 

Court and Jenny Lewis 

To James,  
 Monday morning recaps; Tuesday staff meetings; discussions around the coffee 
pot; good-natured ribbing; coveted advice; lots of laughter; a little bit of crying; 
the fishing stories; hair cut sassiness; family life and grandchildren; your sermons; 
your compassion; your support; witnessing your love for all who entered through 
our doors...all of this will be missed, but none more so than you! I have been 
blessed from the privilege of working with you and am honored to call you my 
friend. May God bless you and Joni in all you do.  
  Now, you be careful out there...there’s land mines - everywhere! Oh, and wash 
that coffee cup!        The 7th most important woman in your life, Charlotte 

To James, 
 Thanks for providing a listening ear 
during my meltdowns. Thanks for po-
litical banter with me. Thanks for being 
there when my brother died. I still can’t 
understand why you want to be in Mis-
sissippi, but enjoy!! 

Judy Dixon 



 

Wes Roberts 
Minister to Youth 

 Thank you Dr. Byrd and Joni for your 16 years of 

service to TBC! Thank you Joni for taking care of 

our babies and teaching our children, and for your 

willingness to help the Children’s Ministry in so 

many ways.  

 Dr. Byrd, there are so many things I want to say to 

you but I want to reserve ‘my space’ to speak for 

the children of TBC. 

 You are the only pastor that most of these children 

have ever known. You have baptized the majority 

of them. They will forever remember your kind 

words, the hugs, the high-fives, and the kiss on the 

forehead when you immersed them in the waters of 

baptism. You are a big part of their lives and 

forever will be. You have been their support along 

with their teachers and the congregation. As they 

express their happiness of your future, they are sad 

to see you leave. I have assured them that you will 

always remember these past few years at TBC and 

as their pastor. I have promised them that you will 

always pray for them and their families.  

 When we talked together to find a way to begin 

this ministry, you were nothing but supportive and 

optimistic about where we could go. Three years 

ago we recognized that we had a ‘third’ member on 

our team from the beginning: Jesus Christ. Your 

ministry has been much more than 3 years; but your 

heart and passion for our children has been by far 

the most important for me. We have been through 

trials and challenges. We have struggled with ‘what 

now.’  

 The one thing I know for sure is that you and I are 

both ‘right-fighters.’ You knew this ministry was 

right from the beginning and proved it many times 

over.  

 Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be a 

part of the TBC staff. Thank you for believing that 

this ministry would become the pulse of our 

congregation. This has and will be my place to 

serve forever. Forever for you might drawing to a 

close at TBC, but you take with you the hearts of 

the children that you have changed forever.  

 Please pray for me and John as we work to 

provide a safe, fun, and holy place for the children. 

Enjoy a healthy, safe, and fun retirement. And, let 

me know if you ever figure out who pays for the 

donuts! 
 

 “Train up a child in the way he should go; even 

when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  

Proverbs 22:6 

Jan Lampkin 
Children’s Minister 

The Paula Settle WOM welcomed 
John Cashion, Minister of Music at 
Beaver Dam B.C. The ladies meet 
every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 
9:30 AM.  
 
Below: Ladies from the Vota Vita 
Class at their Summer Social which 
was held in the game room. 

Sunday Services for September  

September 6 Dr. James Byrd 
Baptisms and Lord’s Supper 

September 13 Rev. Wes Roberts 

September 20 Dr. Dwight Moody 

September 27 Rev. Todd Camp 

 After last weeks article on Dr. Byrd, there is not much more I can say 

other than to say, as Third Baptist Church we must press on doing exactly 

what we are doing, reaching others with the love of Jesus and accepting 

them right where they are. We often want to make it much harder than it 

really is but let us be a Church that keeps pressing on and loving all those 

we come in contact with.  

 I remember James telling me one time,  “I don’t want to know where you 

have been or what you have done. I want to know what direction you are 

heading in now, and have you accepted God in Christ that has reconciled 

the world. That is all I need to know.” These words I will never forget!!   

 Thank you Dr. Byrd for your direction and guidance!! You will be 

missed!!  



 

Sunday, August 30 
  9:00 AM  Atrium Social 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:45 AM  Morning Worship 
       Baptism & Lord’s Supper 
12:00 PM  Reception honoring  
       Dr. & Mrs. James Byrd, FSR 
 

Monday, August 31  
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
 

Tuesday, September 1 
  9:00 AM  Clothes Closet 
10:00 AM  Senior Adult Fellowship 
  6:00 PM  KYC Meet & Greet, FSR 
  6:30 PM  Recovery Group 
 

Wednesday, September 2 
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
12:00 PM  FCC - Game Room 
  5:00 PM  Youth & Children’s Meal 
  5:30 PM  Activities Begin 
  6:00 PM  Prayer Meeting 
  7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, September 3 
  5:00 PM  Community Meal 

DEACON INFORMATION 
August 30 

Frank Beller, Pat Settle 
 

Hope and Harvest Team 
Mike Morrow, Court Lewis 

 
September 6 

Cissy Bishop, Barry Spinks 
 

Hope and Harvest Team 
Carole Anne Barrass, Sam Lee 

 
SUNDAY VAN DRIVERS 

 August 30  Jan Lampkin 
 September 6  Tom Dixon 

 
PRESCHOOL PRAISE 

August 30 Jackie Napper 
        Patty Ray 
Sept. 6 Susan & Erin Rouse 

       
SUNDAY NURSERY 

WORKERS  
 August 30 Linda Spinks 

Sept. 6    Vicki Wells 

August 30: New Millennium 

September 6: Esther Class &  

         FCC Sessions Class 

Sunday, September 6 
  9:00 AM  Atrium Social 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:45 AM  Morning Worship 
 

Monday, September 7 
Offices Closed 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
  9:00 AM  Clothes Closet 
12:00 PM  FCC - 2nd Floor Conf. Room 
  5:00 PM  KYC Rehearsals 
  6:30 PM  Recovery Group 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
  8:30 AM  Step Aerobics 
  5:00 PM  Youth & Children’s Meal 
  5:30 PM  Activities Begin 
  6:00 PM  Prayer Meeting 
  7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, September 10 
  1:00 PM  Personnel Committee Mtg. 
  5:00 PM  Community Meal 
 
Sunday, September 13 
  9:00 AM  Atrium Social 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:45 AM  Morning Worship 
  4:00 PM  Stewardship Finance 
  5:00  PM  Deacons meeting 

SYMPATHY 
 The Church expresses its deepest sympathy to Jan Lampkin and her family in the loss 

of her uncle, Lloyd Cox; Hazel Miller and her family in the loss of her husband, Bill 

Miller, Sr.; and to Glenn Greene and his family in the loss of his sister. 

 

MEMORIALS 
   Contributions to the church have been made in memory of Jim Watts by Mr. & Mrs. 
Dwight Lovan; in memory of Barry Hagan by Mr. & Mrs. Barry Spinks; in memory of 
Ken Adkisson by Mrs. Nancy Baggett, Mr. Robert Harris, Ms. Sarah Harrison, Mrs. 
Lena Lovan, Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Lovan, Dr. & Mrs. Chuck O’Neal, Mrs. Jewell Young, 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Spinks, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Braswell, The Esther Class, Mr. & Mrs. 
Barry Snelling, C. Waitman Taylor, Jr., The Deacon Council, Mr. & Mrs. Burley Phelan, 
Phyllis Humphrey, Sharon C. Smith, Steve & Sarah Ford, Rodney & Joan Berry, The 
KY Chamber of Commerce, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gordon, Norma & Pam Woodward, The 
Staff of M-Power Ministries, Aimee Hiller Stafford; in memory of Wilma Sweat by Mr. 
Robert Harris, Mrs. Jean Lampkin, Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Lovan, Lee & Bettie Kincaid; in 
memory of Bill Miller by Mrs. Jean Lampkin, Lee & Bettie Kincaid; in memory of 
Glenn Greene’s sister by Mrs. Jean Lampkin; in memory of Lloyd Cox by Mrs. Jean 
Lampkin; in memory of Joan Sweeney by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Lovan, Dr. & Mrs. 
Chuck O’Neal, The Esther Class; in honor of Dr. Byrd by Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Lovan. 
 

THANK YOU 
   Thank you to all who attended my birthday party and for all the birthday wishes, cards, 
and gifts.                                       Jennifer Spence 
 
 The Bill Miller, Sr. family would like to thank their church family for the visits, cards 
and prayers they received in the passing of Bill. Also, special thanks to the Bereavement 
Committee for the meal they provided. We feel truly blessed. 

Just Older Youth 

Senior  

Adult  

Fellowship 

Tuesday, September 1 
10:00 AM 

Save the 

Date! 
 

Sunday 

Sept. 27 

Samaritan’s 
Purse 

Start collecting items 
for your shoebox today! 


