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In researching the history of our church, we found that the roots go back to the end of 
the 19 '~  century. Maps from the Darlington County Courthouse and Darlington Historical 
Society show a church located in the area of the community that our church is now on as 
early as 1890. However, the records show that its congregation was Presbyterian. A Rev. 
Haney was pastor and they met in a vacant house just above the present church building. The 
services were held on Sunday afternoons. This church later met at the home of Mr. Jeff 
Warren during the wintertime and under a brush shelter in the summertime. Later, the services 
were held beneath a canvas during the summertime and still at the home of Mr. Jeff Warren 

in the wintertime. 
The congregation became a mission church of the First Baptist 

Church of Hartsville, SC sometime prior to 1912. Rev. G. J. Tarte was 
leading the congregation at this time. On Sunday afternoon, September 
8, 1912, the mission church was constitution into a Baptist Church. Dr. 
E. V. Baldy, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Hartsville delivered 
the sermon. During the invitation eleven people united with the new 
church and became charter members. They were Mr. Bright Tyner, Mr. 
Charley Chapman, Miss Annie Tyner, Mrs. Margaret Howard, Mrs. 
Margaret Dixon, Mrs. Lizzie Tyner, Mr. Len Register, Mr. Ernest 
Register, Mr. Duncan Dixon, Mrs. Lena Gainey and 

Mr. Laney Warner. Chapel Hill Baptist Church was voted the name of the 
new church and they called Rev. G. J. Tarte as their first Pastor for an 
annual salary of $100. They also elected Mr. Charley Chapman and Mr. i h -7, 
Len Register as their first deacons and also elected them as their first . 
trustees. Shortly later they elected Mr. C. W. Gandy as Church Treasurer, T f  
Mr. Bunn McCoy as Sunday School Superintendent and Mr. J. M. Timms 
as Church Clerk. Later during that first year Mrs. Leila Chapman joined : . .' 

* .:'$ .:' . 
the church and she remained a member of the church until her death in 
1984. She was the person who has been a member of the church for the 
longest time. 

After being constituted into a church, the congregation needed a permanent place to 
worship. On November 22,191 2 the first acre of land was donated to the church by Mr. J. L. 
Coker of Hartsville, SC. The first church, parking lot and cemetery was built on this property. 
In 1914, a one room wooden building w& constructed by the members of the church. 1t w& 
heated by a wood stove and lighted with kerosene lamps. 

A storm in 1916 damaged the building. When it was remodeled, 
two Sunday School rooms were added across the back of the building. 
While Rev. Luther Braddock was Pastor, the building was remodeled 
again, adding six more Sunday School rooms and asbestos shingles on the 
outside. (See Figure 1) 

In 1925, Miss Netta Mae Culpepper became the pianist of Chapel 
Hill Baptist Church. She later married Crawford Grantham Mrs. Grantham 
continued using her talent as pianist until her death in 1996. She served as 
pianist for 7 1 years making her the person to hold 



any one position is our church the longest time. 
The second acre of land was donated by the Estate Land and Securities Company of 

Hartsville, SC on September 23, 1954 while Rev. Foster 0. LeGrand was Pastor. The 
sanctuary and basement of the present church is standing on this property. 

A "Penny Per Pound" building fund was started while Rev. Lonnie Ray Starnes was 
Pastor. Each member was asked to give a penny for every pound they weighed, once a month 
toward the building fund. However, construction on the new building would not begin until a 
few years later. The special offering was started back while Rev. Starnes was Pastor the 
second time and continues today. 

Figure 1 - Remodeled Original Charch Building 

The sanctuary and basement of the present church was 
constructed while Rev. Jimmy Marshall was Pastor. The project was 
supervised by Mr. W. Clarence Allred with the members of the church 
doing most of the work. The approximate cost of the building project 
was $28,000. (See Figure 2) The church also purchased a new piano at 
this time for $669.50. Also during this time the congregation adopted 
the 1963 edition of the Baptist Faith and Message and a church 
covenant. The covenant is still part of the constitution of the church, 
however, the Baptist Faith and Message has been replaced by the 2000 

edition. 

The parsonage was constructed while Rev. James E. Hall was 
Pastor. (See Figure 3) Mr. W. Clarence Allred supervised the building 
project with the members of the church doing most of the construction. On 
October 2 1,1969, the church borrowed $15,000 from the Bank of 



Hartsville to pay for the project and the loan payments were $200 per month. 

Hgure 2 - Sanctuary 

Figure 3 - Parsonage 

Rev. Harvey H. Byrd became Pastor of the church in September 
1970. The loan that was taken out for the construction of the parsonage 
in 1969 was paid off in 197 1. The parking lot was paved and a church 
sign erected shortly after Rev. Byrd became Pastor. The sanctuary was 
improved with new pew cushions, a new 



public address system, a new electric organ and new Broadman Hymnals. Seven acres of land 
was acquired from the Estate Land and Securities Company of Hartsville, SC that was later 
used in two building projects. 

Figure 4 -Educational Building 

In 1973, the church decided to build a new two story educational building and 
borrowed $20,000 fiom the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Hartsville, SC to 
finance the project. The new building contained 23 class rooms, nursery, fellowship hall, 
k a c e  room, two storage rooms, choir, baptistery and five rest rooms. The new building 
was carpeted all but the fellowship hall, rest rooms and kitchen, which were tiled. The new 
building was central heated and air conditioned. The building project was completed in 1974. 
Mr. W. Clarence Allred and Rev. Harvey H. Byrd supervised the construction with much of 
the work being completed by the members of the church. Two acres of land acquired from 
the Estate Land and Securities Company of Hartsville was the site of the new building. The 
church paid off the loan for the project in 1975. (See Figure 4) 

In 1980, a recreational park was completed on the other five acres of land acquired 
from the Estate Land and Securities Company of Hartsville. The recreational park contains a 
softball field, basketball court, two tennis courts and playground equipment for the children 
of the church. (See Figure 5) 

The church decided to go into the bus ministry and in 1972 purchased a 1961 
Chewolet bus. They purchased a 1963 Ford bus in 1973. In 1974, the church purchased a 
new 1974 Ford bus for $23,480. (See Figure 6) The church has since sold the three buses and 
in 1978 purchased two new Plymouth vans. The bus ministry has since been discontinued, 
although the church still owns a van that it uses for mission trips and on other occasions. 



Figure 5 -Recreatfonal Park 

Figure 6 - Bus Ministry 



In 1971, the church decided to start a library for the members of the church. Mr. 
Charles Ingram organized the library with about fifty books donated by the members of the 
church. The library took on the name of the church to be known as the Chapel Hill Baptist 
Church Library. It opened in January 1972 with Mr. Charles Ingram as the first Church 

' 

Librarian. The original location of the library was beneath the stairs leading fiom the 
vestibule, It is now located on the top floor of the educational building and has expanded to 
include what was once two classrooms. Currently the library contains over 2,000 items 
including books, movies, sermons on VHS tape and books on cassette. In 1986 the library 
re-organized as a media center and became known as the Chapel Hill Baptist Church Media 
Center. Since then it has participated in several new ministries and services including a 
sermons on cassette tape and VHS tape for homebound members, the publications of the 
church newsletter and bulletin, and the creation and upkeep of a church website at 
Http://www.chbconline.or~. The website has recorded nearly 30,000 hits since its beginning 
in 1998. Mr. Clifton Atkinson became Church Librarian in 1980 and continues to serve as 
Media Center Director today. (See Figure 7) 
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Figure 7 - Church Media Center 

On July 13, 1983, the church voted to incorporate and it became Chapel Hill Baptist 
Church, Incorporated. Our church had its greatest growth in membership and attendance 
while Rev. Byrd was Pastor. In 1976 that average Sunday School Attendance was near 200. 
The membership grew to nearly 400 members. The deacon body was increased to seven men 
and they started a Deacon's Family Ministry program. Our W.M.U., Brotherhood, R.A.'s 
(Royal Ambassadors - Boys mission group), G.A.'s (Girls 



in Action - Girls mission group) and Acteens (Teen girls mission group) was all at their 
highest in attendance and activity. 



While Rev. Kyle Harmon was Pastor, the church decided to 
remodel the sanctuary. Wainscoting was adding to the walls, new 
carpet and pew upholstery was installed, stained glass windows were 
added, new chandeliers were hung and new Baptist Hymnals 
purchased. (See Figures 8 & 9) The church started a monthly 
newsletter, entitled "The Lighthouse" and Sue Harmon edited and 
published the newsletter. The newsletter was discontinued after the 
Harmon's left, however, it was started back for a brief period some 
years later. The church also started Mission Friends during this time. 

Sue Harmon led this missions organization for preschool children and they met each Sunday 
morning during worship. 
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Figure 8 - Remodeled Sanctuary 

While Rev. Ray Starnes was Pastor the second time, the 
church decided to improve the educational building. The carpeting 
was replaced as well as the tiled flooring. The heating and air 
condition was upgraded to heat pumps and several classes were 
enlarged. The Public Address system in the sanctuary was also 
replaced with a new state of the art Public Address system. 



Figure 9 - Remodeled Pulpit and Choir 

While Rev. Danny DuBose was Pastor the heating and air condition system in the 
sanctuary was replaced with a heat pump system, Other improvements included repaving the 
parking lot in front of the church and painting new parking spaces. The church also replaced 
the church sign and put solid glass doors on front of the sanctuary. The annual Fall Family 
Festival was started while Rev. Danny DuBose was Pastor. The first year the festival lasted 
for over six hours on the last Saturday in October. We had special singing, games and rides 
for the children, drawing for prizes, and preaching. The number of guest for that first Fall 
Family Festival was in excess of 500. 

In 1999, while Rev. Perry Lloyd was the Pastor, the church decided 
to come up with a Constitution & Bylaws. The Constitution 
reaffirms the church's support of the church covenant that was 
adopted while Rev. Jimmy Marshall was Pastor. The church also 
approved the latest edition of the Baptist Faith and Message. The 
Constitution and Bylaws replaced all other policies and rules on 
items covered. The original Constitution & Bylaws Committee 
consisted of Mr. Clifton Atkinson - Chairman, Mr. Ricky Euten, 

Mrs. Ilene Robbins, Rev. John Freeman, Mrs. Sara Alexander, Mrs. Larue Steen and Mrs. 
Ginger King. Later the church added the positions of Church Moderator and Church Clerk to 
the Committee. Mrs. Larue Steen, our church clerk was already on the committee. Mr. C.W. 
Crowley, the church moderator joined the committee in 2001. The Constitution & Bylaws 
have been changed three times since their adoption in 2000 to include the 2000 edition of the 
Baptist Faith & Message and include changes in the bylaws to reflect the changes in policies 
of the church. 



Figure 11 - New Solid Glass Front Doors 

Rev. Grover Johnson became Pastor of Chapel Hill Baptist 
Church in 2000. The church purchased a portable Public Address 
System in early 2002 for use on mission trips, fall festivals and other 
events. The P. A. system was used that very summer on a 



youth missions trip to Myrtle Beach, SC. A puppet ministry was start later in 2002 and it also 
is being conducted by the youth of the church under the leadership of Mrs. Angela Johnson. 
Both the puppet ministry and P. A. system were paid for by special gifts from members of the 
church. In 2001, the Deacons started a ministry program with the widows and divorced 
women of our church. Every widow or divorce woman in the church has been assigned a 
deacon, who make regular checks to ensure that the woman that any need the church can help 
with is addressed. In 2001, the church replaced the baptistery and remodeled the women's 
restroom directly behind the baptistery. Rev. Johnson served as pastor until April 1, 2007, 
went he accepted a call to become pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Great Falls, SC. 

Rev. Greg Batchelor became youth minister in 2001, and later became Associate 
Pastor. Rev. Batchelor lead our church youth on two summer mission trips and encouraged 
our youth to take part in a summer camp called "Summer-Salt". Rev. Batchelor finished 
seminary and became associate pastor of First Baptist Church in Bishopville, and later Senior 
Pastor of First Baptist Church of Great Falls, SC. 

After Rev. Batchelor left, Mr. Brad Hudson became our youth Director in 2002. He 
remained in this position until he graduated college in 2005. Mr. Hudson led and 
encouraged our youth in evangelistic ministries, taking our youth on summer mission trips 



each year and partnering with Kelleytown Baptist Church's youth on many of these missions. 

After Mr. Hudson graduated, he decided to continue working with youth, and went off 
to seminary to prepare for this ministry. After Mr. Hudson exit as youth director, Mr. 
Ronald Boan was called as youth director on January 1,2007 and continues in this position to 
present. 
















































